Karl Severing

certain that Alfred Hu-
genberg will oppose this
tendency. For though a
great conservative, he is
by no means a blind par-
tisan of the old regime and
the late Kaiser.

Personally, he prefers
to remain in the back
ground. He is rarely seen
in society, living an almost
"saintly" life, devoting
both his vast means and
his untiring energy to that
"reform" of Germany
which he believes to be
a patriotic duty.

Karl Severing (born in 1875) until recently German
Minister of the Interior, has more than once thrust
himself in the way of some in tended blow at the Republic.
This "Westphalian locksmith" (his father was a cigar
sorter) attended common school in the town of Herford,
learned to make locks, entered politics as a represen-
tative of trade-union social democracy, represented the
German Metalworkers* Union, was a labor delegate at
the Constitutional Assembly in Weimar in 1919, entered
the Reichstag in 1920 and the Prussian Landtag in 1921.
There he soon became minister; it was partly due to the
fear of his opposition that the threatened "Putsches" of
the end of "inflation year" (1923) never occurred. For
he threatened to checkmate them with the armed strength
of the Prussian police, the Schupo, and the insurrect-
ionists knew he would keep his word. As Prussian
Minister of the Interior he republicanized the Administ-
ration and when he finally retired, remained out of politics
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